
COMMUNICATIONCOMMUNICATION

EVOLUTIONARY

As chimpanzees evolved they were pushed to

adapt to their large complex social groups.

There is evidence that chimpanzees adapted

larger brain for the increased cognitive
abilities for communication (4). A lot of the

reasons for this behaviour are still unknown,

but many suggest that it was beneficial in

terms of building social bonds and improving

fitness long term. Through these findings, it

can lead to learning more about the evolution

of human communication. Future studies can

be done to look at the ultimate effects of the

behaviour in chimpanzees. 

The mystery of

Chimpanzees utilize these behaviours tobuild social relations in their complex groups.It was found that chimpanzees developgestures and requesting cooperation from ayoung age. At a longer stage, chimpanzeeswere found to reciprocate much more amongindividuals who encountered each othermore often (3). This benefits them because itsuggests that they are able to rememberwho they groomed with and can reciprocatethe action in the future. This builds strongersocial bonds and their fitness. 

Chimpanzee
Grooming Behaviour

There are many vocalizations thatchimpanzees utilize to communicate theirgrooming needs. Lip-smacking is theimportant one that many studies haveobserved. From the results, it was found thatlip-smacking occurred in majority groomingbouts and they happened right before thesession started (2). Lip-smacking also led togrooming sessions that lasted longer thanwithout that initiation, which would allow forbetter social relations. Chimpanzees utilizethese expressions to communicate to otherindividuals in the group.

Grooming behaviour is described as when

then chimpanzees actively try to remove dirt,

insects, and various other things from the hair

of another chimpanzee. The studies recorded

this by using focal animal sampling of mostly

males in the a group, and followed them

around for a certain time of the day. They

observed how many times they initiated

grooming, either through certain

vocalizations, or by the proximity of the two

chimpanzees (1). This allowed them to gather

results of how chimpanzees initiated and

prolonged grooming sessions.
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Chimpanzees communicate extensively
through various vocalization and facial
expressions, that are able to be
understood and interpreted by other
individuals in the group. Grooming is one
important behaviour that had been
studied a lot when it comes to
chimpanzees. It was seen to be related to
build positive social connections within
chimpanzee groups, and provide a way to
communicate their needs.
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Specific vocalization and facial
expressions, such as lip smacking,
are observed to see how they affect
the grooming behaviour. Therefore
they are important to study if we
want to learn more about the
evolution of communication in
primates. This can provide insight
into how humans themselves
developed language. 
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